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and, missing the even sound of the feet that had become so familiar, I got up and looked out to see a very young boy leaning against the rail, with gun at rest, sound asleep. "Poor fellow/* I thought, "let him sleep." Just then I saw, at the other end of the deck, the officer approaching on his round of inspection. I knew that if the boy were discovered asleep the penalty would be severe; also that if I spoke to awaken him the officer would hear. So quickly I gave a loud attempt at a sneeze, which had the desired effect. The young marine jumped, seized his gun, and like a machine operated by a spring resumed his march. The officer came along, and said kindly: "Not catching cold, are you, soldier?"
This reminds me of a story the Bishop of Washington, the Right Reverend James E. Freeman, has told me since. It is so characteristic of my husband that I venture to repeat it.
During the War Bishop Freeman was an Army chaplain. Two soldiers whom he had known in training camp as highly honourable and trustworthy had been given night guard duty near the front. They had been discovered asleep, tried by court-martial, and condemned to be shot.
The chaplain was so shocked that he immediately rushed to the War Department to beg the Chief of Staff, General Peyton C. March, to look into the case and see if there were not some extenuating circumstance. He met with a stern refusal. Nothing daunted, he insisted upon seeing Mr. Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War. There he again told his story, but the Secretary said: "No, I cannot interfere, horrible as it is; this is war and until it is over every humanity is adjourned where duty is concerned. Think of the other lives they put in danger; the whole course of the War might have hung on this one mistake."
Chaplain Freeman had to agree that was all true, but was determined to appeal to a higher court. He came over to the Executive Offices, and was given an appointment with the President for two o'clock.
On the minute, the Bishop told me, the President entered